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CONSTITUTION 
1 Name

The association’s name is

Association of German Saturday Schools UK
Vereinigung Deutschsprachiger Samstagsschulen UK
Its abbreviation is “VDSS UK”

2 Purpose
The purpose of the Association of German Saturday Schools UK is to maintain and advance German language skills and understanding of the culture of the German-speaking countries in the UK through its member schools.
Objectives
· To offer support and training to Saturday School teachers, for example through the organisation of training workshops 

· To provide exchange platforms to facilitate the exchange between Saturday Schools 
· To organise joint cultural events
· To help set up new schools and support schools with their management

· To represent member schools in dealings with the embassies of the Federal Republic of Germany, Austria and Switzerland, with the Goethe Institute, the Austrian Kulturforum, the Swiss Cultural Fund and other institutions in the UK and in the German-speaking countries
· To raise the profile of supplementary education, bilingualism and the German language in the UK

3. Management
The association shall be managed by a board consisting of three trustees. Each trustee is entitled to individually represent the association. 
4. Carrying out the purposes

In order to carry out the purposes of the association, the trustees have the power to:

(1) raise funds, receive grants and donations

(2) apply funds to carry out  the work of the association
(3) co-operate with and support other bodies with similar purposes

(4) do anything which is lawful and necessary to achieve the purposes

(5) lead and coordinate the activities of the association
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5. Membership
German Saturday Schools in the UK with at least 10 students and regular school activity can apply to the board of trustees to become a member of the Association of German Saturday Schools UK. Once accepted by the trustees, membership lasts for 1 year and may be renewed. The trustees will keep an up-to-date membership list.
Member schools manage themselves and carry full responsibility for their actions.
Anyone who thinks that the Association of German Saturday Schools UK’s work is important and would like to support it financially can become a supporting member. Supporting members don´t have a right to vote.
The trustees may remove a membership if they believe it is in the best interests of the association. The member has the right to be heard by the trustees before the decision is made.
Membership fees shall be decided annually at the AGM by a majority of the voting members.
6. Annual General Meeting - AGM
(1) The AGM must be held every year, with 14 days’ notice given to all members telling them what is on the agenda. Minutes must be kept of the AGM. 
(2) At least two of the trustees must be present at the AGM.
(3) Every member school can send up to three delegates to the AMG. 

(4) Every member school has one vote.
(5) All decisions require a majority of votes unless otherwise stated.
(6) The trustees shall present the annual report and accounts.

(7) Any delegate of a member school may stand for election as a trustee. 
(8) Member schools shall elect 3 trustees –  
Trustee - Chair
Trustee - Vice Chair
Trustee - Treasurer

– to serve for the next two years. They retire after two years, but may be re-elected.
The AGM will elect members to roles in the board of trustees.
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7. Money 
(1) Money must only be used for the association’s purposes.

(2) Trustees must keep accounts. The most recent annual accounts can be seen by anybody on request.

(3) Money must be held in the association’s bank account. 

8. General Meetings

Trustees must call a General Meeting if they receive a written request from at least one fifth of the member schools. All member schools must be given 14 days’ notice and told the reason for the meeting. All decisions require a majority of votes. Minutes must be kept.
Trustees may also call a General Meeting to consult the membership.
9. Winding up

The members may vote to wind up the association if at least three quarters of those voting support such a resolution. Any money remaining after payment of debts must be split up equally between the member schools.

10. Changes to the Constitution
Changes to the Constitution require a majority of votes.
